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Webinar Series 
The NYG&B webinar series is supported by member dues and contributions. With that support we 
offer some publicly available webinars. Recorded programs are available to members, with the 
handouts, on the NYG&B website at nygbs.org/webinars. Join the NYG&B for instant access at 
nygbs.org/join. 
 

NYG&B Website 

newyorkfamilyhistory.org or nygbs.org 

New York Genealogy Essentials (free) 
To learn about several essential resources for New York State research, please see our guides to birth, 
marriage, and death records, census research, maps and migration, and much more at 
www.nygbs.org/free-resources. 
 
The NYG&B eNews is sent twice a month, and has the latest New York genealogy news, announcements 
about future free webinars, and links to useful articles on New York research. Sign up at 
www.nygbs.org/free-resources. 

New York State Family History Conference 
The biennial New York State Family History Conference will be 10–12 September 2020, with the in-
person conference taking place in Albany, New York. More details on the program and options will be 
coming soon. 
 

Publications (found at nygbs.org/store or the links below) 

Biebel, Frank. Marriage Notices from New York City Newspapers of the Early 1830s. New York: New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2019. 

Buiter, Anne Siebert. Tracings Immigrants through the Port of New York: Early National Period to 1924. 
New York: New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2020. PDF and print versions available.  

Goodwin, Aaron. New York City Municipal Archives: An Authorized Guide for Family Historians. New York: New 
York Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2016. PDF and print versions available. 

New York Guide to Birth, Marriage, and Death Records. New York: New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Society, 2017. Extracted from the New York Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer, revised edition 2017. 
PDF and print versions available. 

New York Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer, revised edition 2017. New York: New York Genealogical 
and Biographical Society, 2017. PDF and print versions available.  

County Guide Series, extracted from New York Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer, revised edition 2017. 
Available in print. 
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Discover Unique Family Connections to 

Southerners Living in New York 

J. Mark Lowe, CG, FUGA 
marklowe@kytnresearch.com 

 
Bio: J. Mark Lowe describes himself as a lifelong genealogist. He is a professional genealogist, 
author, and lecturer who specializes in original records and manuscripts throughout the South. 
He serves as the Course Coordinator for ‘Research in the South’ at IGHR [GA] and has directed 
the Southern courses for the SLIG [UT]. 
 

Consider the evidence in hand  

Ready to be a creative thinker 

Understand context (history, neighbors) 

Document each step 

Examine a variety of records 

In the late 1890s, a group of Tennesseans living in New 
York gathered themselves together to form a small 
societal organization. All were graduates of the state 
university and wished to maintain their friendships in a 
large, diverse place. Thus, a luncheon group was formed 
called the N.Y.U.T. Club (New York – University of Tennessee Club). This expanded to a group of 
societies focused on every Southern state and many non-Southern states and International 
communities.  One of their famous visitors was Alvin C. York, hero of World War I.  

We often fail to recognize the value of records created about the relatives of family members 
who lived away from the rest of the family. Records about the individuals who moved and 
those family members back at home may hold hidden treasure for the persistent researcher. 
Thousands of wonderful stories and records are preserved about these families, and may 
contain the answers for which we are searching. 

Fraternal organizations like these are associations of people bound together for social, religious, 
philosophical or philanthropic purposes. Along with the ideals of creating a family on a 
community level come a variety of group functions and purposes. Many fraternal societies 
began to provide services to their members. Early goals for other organizations were to provide 
social opportunities; to provide networking and educational opportunities; or to assist their 
common efforts. 
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Clues an individual was a member of a social/ fraternal organization 
Biographies  - References to membership, leadership or participation 
Clothing and jewelry  - Ribbons for special events, pins, ornamental symbols 
Family traditions – Generational participation in business, fraternal or social organizations 
Obituaries – Mention of participation with dates 
 Personal papers  - Yearbooks, certificates, photographs of activities, newspapers clippings 

 
Locating the records. 
Contact Organization if still active 
Check with State Archives/Library 
Manuscripts and Special Collections 
Consider Museums 

 

Online Resources 
The Tennessee Society In New York Collection, 1905-1949 | Tennessee Secretary of State – 
Finding Aid Available 
https://sos.tn.gov/products/tsla/tennessee-society-new-york-collection-1905-1949 
 
Yearbook of the New York Southern Society (1901-1930) 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008696759 
 
Yearbook of the New York Southern Society for the years 1901 and 1902 - Google Books 
https://books.google.com/books?id=SLETAAAAYAAJ 
 
Directories – Doing Historical Company Research – Library of Congress 
https://guides.loc.gov/historical-company-research/directories 
 
New York City Directories, NYPL Digital Collection (1786-1934) 
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/new-york-city-directories#/ 
 
Hunt's Merchants' Magazine 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011570218 
 
Commercial and Financial Chronicle  
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/000548353 
 
Tennessee, The Volunteer State, 1769-1923, John Trotwood Moore, ed., Chicago: The  S.J. 
Clarke Pub. Co, 1923. 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/011698195 
 
The Waterloo Directory of English Newspapers and Periodicals:1800-1900 
http://www.victorianperiodicals.com/series3/index.asp 
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Biographical Cyclopedia of American Women. Vol. I-II. Mable Ward Cameron.  New York, NY: 
Halvord Publishing Co., 1924-1925. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2018/ 
 
Women of the West. 1928 ed. Los Angeles, California: Publishers Press, 1928. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2513/ 
 
Historical Nurse Files, Compiled ca. 1916–ca. 1959. ARC ID: 649203. Records of the American 
National Red Cross, 1881–2008. NARA, College Park, Maryland, U.S.A. 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2365/ 
 
University of Tennessee Record 
https://books.google.com/books/about/University_of_Tennessee_Record.html?id=OUkdAQAAIAAJ 

Tennessee: A History, 1673-1932. Philip May Hamer, American Historical Society, Inc., 1933 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Tennessee.html?id=ao7Tn7iM3G4C 

 

Tennessee University Magazine – March 1897, vol x, no 6.  
https://books.google.com/books?id=6FUNbZ32QBUC 
 
Historical Society of New York Courts 
https://history.nycourts.gov/ 
 
John Gaultney Obituary - GA | Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/atlanta/obituary.aspx?n=john-o-gaultney&pid=1406221 
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.legacy.com/amp/obituaries/atlanta/1406221 
 

William Hepburn Russell - Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hepburn_Russell_(baseball) 

 
William Mecklenburg Polk – Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Mecklenburg_Polk 
 
Frank Polk – Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Polk 
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