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This is an overview of WWI military records and how to use various record
types to reconstruct a Veteran’s military service.

Beginning with the OMPF (Official Military Personnel File), you’ll learn how to
access and use alternate record sources to find more information on a
veteran’s service and rebuild information lost in the 1973 NPRC fire.

KEY FEDERAL RECORDS FOR WWI MILITARY RESEARCH

& Official Military Personnel Files
& VAIndex cards

& Burial Files

& Morning Reports

5 Rosters and Muster Rolls

5 Reports of Changes

5 Award Cards

& General and Special Orders

& C and XC Pension Files

& Operation, After Action, and Ground Unit reports and journals
& Navy Deck Logs

TIPS FOR RESEARCH

& Search your veteran’s units to find privately maintained sites
dedicated to specific units and their histories

& Out of copyright/print memoirs and unit histories can be found on
Google Books

& Subscription based research sites can generally be accessed
through your local library

3 Remember to check local sources, state specific records, and
newspaper archives for mentions of your veteran



ONLINE RESEARCH SITES AND PORTALS - GENERAL

& Ancestry.com

& FamilySearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Military Records
& Fold3.com

& DigitalCollections.NYPL.org/

& ChroniclingAmerica.loc.gov/

NATIONAL ARCHIVES USEFUL LINKS

& NARA Research Tools Archives.gov/research/start/online-tools
5 NARA Military Collections Archives.gov/research/military
& NARA Archival OMPF Archives.gov/veterans

5 NARA Non-Archival OMPF Archives.gov/personnel-records-center
5 NARA Air Force Award Cards Catalog.Archives.gov/id/4530002

BRANCH SPECIFIC RESEARCH SITES

5 US Coast Guard History.uscg.mil/
O US Army History.army.mil/
& US Navy History.navy.mil/
& US Air Force DAFHistory.af.mil/
5 US Marine Corps USMCU.edu/Research/History-Division/

PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH SERVICES

3 NARA Researcher List Archives.gov/research/hire-help
& Golden Arrow Research goldenarrowresearch.com/



http://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/United_States_Military_Records
https://www.fold3.com/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/research/start/online-tools
https://www.archives.gov/research/military
https://www.archives.gov/veterans
https://www.archives.gov/personnel-records-center
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/4530002
https://www.history.uscg.mil/
https://history.army.mil/
http://www.history.navy.mil/
https://www.dafhistory.af.mil/
https://www.usmcu.edu/Research/History-Division/
https://www.archives.gov/research/hire-help
https://www.goldenarrowresearch.com/

NYG B NEW YORK GENEALOGICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
& 36 West 44th Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10036-8105

212-755-8532 | Fax 212-754-4218 | www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org

Get Involved with the NYG&B

JOIN:

The New York Genealogical & Biographical Society (NYG&B) is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to preserving, documenting, and sharing family history and stories from across New
York State. Our award-winning publications; expert staff; professional research services;
extensive online records and collections; and comprehensive educational programming and
resources help our members become New York family history experts. Learn more at:
https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/content/join

VOLUNTEER:

Volunteering with the NYG&B—either in person or remotely—is a great way to actively support
a community dedicated to researching New York ancestors. And there are so many ways to help,
whether virtually wherever you may be, at one of our regional Digitization Centers, or at our
bustling New York City headquarters. Volunteers can assist with scanning documents, indexing
records, and editing images. We provide both remote and in-person training and guidance.
Please visit https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/volunteer or email us at volunteer@nygbs.org
for more information.

PARTICIPATE IN PROGRAMMING:

The NYG&B holds a wide range of online, in-person, and hybrid events, conferences, classes,
research trips, and seminars, both paid and free of charge. To see a list of upcoming events and
to register, please visit https://www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/events

DONATE TO SUPPORT OUR MISSION
Consider making a tax-deductible donation to advance our mission and support additional
record and collection preservation efforts, educational programming, and landmark publications

and resources. Learn more at www.newyorkfamilyhistory.org/get-involved/donate or call 212-
755-8532, ext. 208.

STAY CONNECTED:

Stay up to date on the latest happenings at the NYG&B and broader genealogy community—
including new programming, publications, and more—by subscribing to our free eNews. Sign up
on our website at newyorkfamilyhistory.org. You can also follow on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/nyfamilyhistory and Instagram at www.instagram.com/nyfamilyhistory.
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